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QUAIN'S ELEMENTS OF ANATOMY. Eleventh Edition, vol. IV, Part III,
The Heart, by Thomas Walmsley. Editors-Thomas Hastie Bryce, M. A.,
M. D., F. R. S., Professor of Anatomy in University of Glasgow; Thomas
Walmsley, M. D., Professor of Anatomy, Queen's University of Belfast.
Longmans, Green and Co., London, New York, Toronto, 1929, 152 p.
In the few pages devoted to the comparative anatomy of the
heart a brief description is given of the anatomical characters of
the heart in the various classes of vertebrates. This is followed by
a brief discussion of the development of the heart. We are glad
to note that in the descriptions of the anatomy of the various parts
of the heart the gross and microscopic structures are closely associ-
ated. The vascularity of the normal atrioventricular valves is ad-
mitted. The work of Bayne-Jones in successfully injecting the
vessels of the normal aortic and pulmonary semilunar valves is
mentioned but in spite of this and similar results by others it is
catagorically stated that, "it is now generally agreed that normally
there are no blood vessels in the semilunar valves." In discussing
the position of the heart one wishes that the results of radiographic
and fluoroscopic studies had been included. Finally, there is a
brief discussion of the abnormalities of the heart. A considerable
list of literature arranged alphabetically by author is appended.
It is the most complete and well-rounded account of the various
phases of the anatomy of the heart with which the reviewer is
familiar.
H. B. FERRIS
PLASTIC SURGERY OF THE ORBIT. By Eastman Sheehan, M. D., F. A.
C. S. With a Preface by Pierre Sebileau. The Macmillan Company, 1927,
New York. DISEASES OF THE MOUTH by Sterling V. Mead, D. D. S.
Third Edition. The C. V. Mosby Company, I928, St. Louis.
These two books are in format and composition typical of many
monographs published in English concerning surgical topics. They
are ambitious attempts to present valuable information intensively
within narow fields and to promote saleability by making the vol-
umes pretentious of greater importance by their size, weight, and
illustrations. As a result they are unnecessarily expensive and so
cumbersome that they are difficult to read with pleasure.
"Plastic Surgery of the Orbit," written by Dr. Sheehan, whose
experience in this field deserves exposition before surgeons having
to do with this type of work, is mainly concerned with the topicYALE JOURNAL OF BIOLOGY AND MEDICINE
of deformity of the eyelids, conjunctival and adjacent soft tissues.
It possesses an international flavor in its dedication to Gillies and in
the preface by Sebileau, which is not unexpected by those aware
of the author's activities. In his own introductory remarks, he
calls attention to the particular knowledge and care of detail nec-
essary in plastic work, the absence of which are frequently very
apparent in the results. These differ from surgery elsewhere only
in that ignorant and careless work are not so readily perceptible
in the latter. Some sixty pages are devoted to a review of the
anatomy of this region in which a profuse use of colored plates
adds to the cost of the volume but does not aid materially in the
ease of understanding the essential anatomical points. In the de-
scriptive portion of this section considerable space is taken up with
general physiology, which, while impressing the reader with the
erudition of the author, is not specifically relevant to the matter
in hand.
The methods employed in the actual preparation of the skin
follow in general those advocated by Tinker. The determina-
tion of the status presens of the patient, one would judge from the
text, rests very largely upon laboratory tests. It is to be pre-
sumed that Dr. Sheehan assumes that a general history is taken
and that a complete physical examination is done as a matter of
routine by all. Unfortunately, however, specialization frequently
means disregard of the elementary and general study of the patient.
The remainder of this section, which has largely to do with meticu-
lous details of the incision and suturing of the skin and graft, is
admirable and might well be studied by those doing general surgery.
A brief paragraph giving the general treatment of "cardio-renal
disease" and "failure of excretions or eliminations" indicates that
the author has not carried his keen judgment and discussion of
values over into the general care of the patient and these paragraphs
might well be dispensed with. Likewise the quotations from Le-
Calve on edema and from Goodwin on light therapy only serve
to spoil what is otherwise a valuable chapter.
In the third part, that covering operative procedures, the author
is at his best and the true value of this treatise appears. The
descriptions giving evidence of his experience are detailed and
translatable into practice. The illustrations are for the most part
single-line drawings well illustrating the text and the operative
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procedures, while the few photographs of patients serve at least to
encourage the ambitious operator. The merits of this book, and
they are by no means small, rest largely in this section. It is a pity
that the book cannot be reduced by a third in all dimensions,
printed on non-glazed paper and sold for one-half the price, in
order that it might be the more readily available to many surgeons
who should be familiar with its contents.
In "Diseases of the Mouth," Dr. Mead attempts the impossible
in trying to describe in one volume all the pathologic states that
may occur in the mouth and its environs. As a result many things
lying rather widely apart from the field of oral surgery are some-
what inadequately dealt with. Those things of closer relationship
are well considered, while the chapters on the teeth and gums seem
very well done. As in Dr. Sheehan's volume, the author seems to
relegate the determination of the general status of the patient to
the laboratory, undoubtedly in a desire to lay emphasis on the
importance of examination of the urine and blood. One gains the
impression that the dental surgeon can determine quite adequately
if a patient is suffering from syphilis by sending his blood to the
laboratory for a Kahn test. It is inconvenient that this is not so,
but it is still true that a carefully taken history and a complete
physical examination are the back-bone of diagnosis.
Of the general chapters on the various methods of examina-
tion, of which there are five, the two devoted to bacteriology and
transillumination seem disproportionately long as compared with
that in which radiology is discussed. On the other hand, in the
chapters on disease it is apparent that the radiogram is the main
reliance, at least in the illustration of disease if not in its diagnosis.
In rather questionable taste is the use of colored plates obtained
from a manufacturer illustrating his instruments and which carry
in an unmistakable manner his imprint. One might get the im-
pression that dental surgery could not be practised without this
concern's paraphernalia.
The eleven succeeding chapters are devoted to the disorders of
the teeth, and here, obviously, the author is most completely at
home. If this portion was made a fasciculus in itself it would be
convenient and readable and could be unreservedly recommended
for general use. In the balance of the book, diseases of the lip,
of the tongue, of the nerves, of the. blood and blood vessels, et
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cetera, make up separate chapters which are necessarily too limited
in space for adequate treatment of the subjects involved. One gets
the impression that the author is attempting to provide in a single
volume all that needs to be known about these diseases, in order
that the book may become a vade-mecum to the dentist or oral
specialist. It is insulting to the more intelligent of the dental
profession to assume that this can be done. If the author would
amplify these chapters into fasciculi, which would form a series of
monographs in his field, the value of these would be great. As
it is, the book is grown into a volume of such size that it requires a
book-rest for convenient reading and yet it does not hit the mark
at which the author is aiming. It should be added that he has
made as good a shot as could be made under these limitations.
It is particularly pleasing to see a concise and authoritative
bibliography appended to each chapter which, as it is to be presumed
the author expects, amplifies the necessarily condensed text. The
illustrations, of which there are 336, with 43 in color, are on the
whole very well chosen for their purposes and are adequately re-
produced. Some of the latter could be omitted, inasmuch as they
are intelligible only to those familiar with the lesion in question
and who do not need such visualization.
SAMUEL C. HARVEY
MORPHOLOGIC VARIATION AND THE RATE OF GROWTH OF
BACTERIA. By Arthur T. Henrici, University of Minnesota, Charles C.
Thomas, Springfield, Ill., and Baltimore, Md., I928.
The book comprises in a large part the substance of a series of
papers published in the Journal of Infectious Diseases. The au-
thor's methods of approach to the problem are amply described,
and the results obtained are presented clearly and logically, to-
gether with deductions drawn from the IOO,OOO or more obser-
vations made on the morphology and rate of growth of four dif-
ferent organisms, Bacillus megatherium, a diphtheroid organism,
Bacterium coli and Vibrio cholerae. A short chapter is devoted to
senescence and one to spore formation.
Bacterial growth occurs in cycles or phases variously defined by
different investigators. Instead of the more complex cycle de-
scribed by some, Henrici divides the growth curve into the following
three distinct phases: (i) period of accelerating growth, (2) period
of negative acceleration in growth, 'nd (3) period of negative ac-